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MINUTES of the MEETING of the ERIE COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY held in 
the office, 295 Main Street, Room 350, Buffalo, New York, on the 8th day of June, 2017. 
 
PRESENT: Robert Anderson, Chairman  
  Jerome D. Schad, Vice Chairman  
  Karl J. Simmeth, Jr., Treasurer     
  Joseph T. Burns, Secretary to the Authority 
  Earl Jann, Executive Director  
  Robert J. Lichtenthal, Jr., Deputy Director 
  Karen A. Prendergast, Comptroller 
  Russell Stoll, Executive Engineer 
  Paul Riester, Director of Administration  
  Ronald P. Bennett, Associate Attorney 
  Jacqueline Mattina, Deputy Associate Attorney  
  Darlene Sikorski-Petritz, Deputy Associate Attorney 
  Terrence McCracken, Deputy Administrative Director  
  Anthony Alessi, Claim Rep/Risk Manager  
  John Mogavero, Chemist/Chief WPTO 
  Paul Whittam, Director of Water Quality  

Richard Planavsky, Chief Business Officer Manager/Budget Director 
 
ATTENDEES:  Sandra Tan  
   Shannon Polvino  
   Mike Wymer  
   Paul Powell 
   Ron Adamczyk  
   Pat Quinn   
   Steve Powell  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 
 
I. - ROLL CALL 
 
II. - READING OF MINUTES 
 

Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to waive the reading of the 
Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday, May 25, 2017. 
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III. - APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to approve the Minutes of 

the Meeting held on Thursday, May 25, 2017. 
 
IV. - REPORTS  
 

A)  SECRETARY 
B)  LEGAL 
C)  FISCAL 
D)  OPERATIONS 
E)  HUMAN RESOURCES 
F)   AUDIT COMMITTEE  

  G)  GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE  
  H)  FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
 
V.   - COMMUNICATIONS AND BILLS 
 
ITEM 1 - Creation and/or Amendment of Master Purchase Orders: 
 
 Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to approve the creation 
and/or amendment of Master Purchase Order Nos. as attached not to exceed the amount of 
$2,452,000.00 and that the Director of Administration be authorized to execute the above and all 
associated documents after certifying that they are in conformity with applicable laws and the 
Authority’s By-Laws and Purchasing Guidelines, Policies and Procedures. 
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ITEM 2 - Master Purchase Order Releases, Purchase Orders and Purchase Order Amendments: 
 
 Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to approve for payment of 
Master Purchase Order Nos., Purchase Order Nos. and Purchase Order Amendments as attached 
after certification by the Comptroller that the orders are in accordance with the quotations and 
that the Director of Administration be authorized to execute the above and all associated 
documents after certifying that they are in conformity with applicable laws and the Authority’s 
By-Laws and Purchasing Guidelines, Policies and Procedures. 
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ITEM 3 -    AUTHORIZATION TO AMEND THE ERIE COUNTY WATER 
AUTHORITY'S ANNUAL CAPITAL BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2017 

 
 Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 
 
 WHEREAS, In a resolution dated November 17, 2016, the Erie County Water Authority 
(the "Authority") adopted its Annual Capital Budget for the fiscal year 2017; and 
 
 WHEREAS, From time to time, due to changes in spending priorities, availability of 
funds, or changes in other circumstances, the Authority finds it proper to amend its Budget to 
reflect such changes; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Authority has been advised by Stanley Jemiolo, Administrative 
Assistant, that it’s necessary to add one new vehicle #034; and  
 

 WHEREAS, There is currently no existing vehicle #034, and it was not initially 
budgeted to be purchased in 2017; and  
 

WHEREAS, Through purchasing efforts, significant savings have been realized on the 
vehicles that were budgeted for and have been purchased so far in 2017; and 
 
 WHEREAS, In order to provide funding for vehicle #034, these savings will be  
re-allocated within the Capital Budget, unit 1090 – Transportation and Auto Equipment, as 
follows:  
 
Unit No Capital  No: Description  Increase Decrease 
1090 101279 V034 – 2017 Chevy Traverse $      32,000   
1090 101232 V009 – Replacement of  2008 

Ford F450  
      $        14,000 

1090 101233 V043 – Replacement of  2011 
International Dump Truck 

           18,000   

     
    Totals $      32,000  $       32,000 
 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Authority's Annual Capital Budget for the fiscal year 2017 be amended as listed 
above. 
 

Ayes: Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 
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ITEM 4 - AUTHORIZATION TO AMEND THE ERIE COUNTY WATER 
AUTHORITY'S ANNUAL O & M BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2017 

 
 Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 
 
 WHEREAS, In a resolution dated November 17th, 2016, the Erie County Water 
Authority (the "Authority") adopted its Annual Operating & Maintenance Budget for the fiscal 
year 2017; and 
 
 WHEREAS, From time to time, due to changes in spending priorities, availability of 
funds, or changes in other circumstances the Authority finds it proper to amend its Budget to 
reflect such changes; and 
 
 WHEREAS, In order to streamline operations, the Authority has determined that it is 
advisable to fund one additional position of Water Plant Helper; and  
  

WHEREAS, In order to fund the position of Water Plant Helper, funds will be 
transferred as follows:  
 
 
Unit No Internal No: Description  Increase Decrease 
1015 02 Labor $   26,495  
1015 08 Fringe Benefits      16,246  
     
1010  00 Supervision  $     8,000 
1015 00 Supervision         8,495 
1035 00 Supervision       10,000  
1010 08 Fringe Benefits         4,906   
1015 08 Fringe Benefits         5,208 
1035 08 Fringe Benefits         6,132 
    Totals $   42,741 $    42,741 
 
 WHEREAS, Robert J. Lichtenthal Jr., Deputy Director and Joseph T. Burns, Secretary to 
the Authority, recommend approval of said amendment; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Authority's Annual O & M Budget, for the fiscal year 2017,  be amended  by 
funding one additional position of Water Plant Helper as shown above.  
 

Ayes: Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 
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ITEM 5 - RATIFICATION OF TENTATIVE AGREEMENT WITH THE CIVIL 

SERVICE EMPLOYEES' ASSOCIATION, INC. (CSEA) LOCAL 1000, 
AFSCME, AFL-CIO AND AUTHORIZATION TO AMEND THE 
AUTHORITY'S CAREER AND SALARY PLAN RELATIVE TO THE 
WHITE COLLAR BARGAINING UNIT -  

 
 Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 
 
 WHEREAS, At a regular meeting of the Erie County Water Authority ("Authority") held 
on the 11th day of October, 1956, the Authority adopted a resolution establishing a Career and 
Salary Plan effective October 1, 1956, which plan has been extended by resolution of the 
Authority from time to time; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Certain employees of the Authority designated as the White Collar 
Bargaining Unit are represented for the purpose of collective bargaining by the Civil Service 
Employees' Association, Inc. ("CSEA") Local 1000, AFSCME, AFL-CIO; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Authority and CSEA have been negotiating to arrive at a new 
Collective Bargaining Agreement to succeed the existing agreement which expired on March 31, 
2017; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The negotiating committees representing the Union and the Authority have 
adopted terms for a Tentative Agreement for a revised contract which was presented by the 
Union at a membership ratification meeting held on May 30, 2017; and 
 
 WHEREAS, On May 31, 2017 CSEA Labor Relations Specialist, Robert Mueller 
advised the Authority negotiating team that the Tentative Agreement was accepted and ratified 
by its members; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Tentative Agreement is subject to approval by the Members of the 
Authority; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Authority negotiating team deems it advisable for the Authority Board 
Members to ratify the Tentative Agreement and to provide the wage and fringe benefits set forth 
therein to employees in the White Collar Bargaining Unit, in the form of a new Collective 
Bargaining Agreement effective on the dates set forth in said agreement;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Authority adopts the aforementioned wage and fringe benefits for those 
employees in the White Collar Bargaining Unit contained in the Tentative Agreement and 
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authorizes the necessary amendments to the Authority's Career and Salary Plan and personnel 
rules to implement these changes; and be it further 
 
 RESOLVED:  That the Members of the Authority negotiating team are authorized and 
directed to execute a new five (5) year Collective Bargaining Agreement, incorporating the 
amendments contained in this Tentative Agreement, with the authorized bargaining 
representatives of the White Collar Unit, the Civil Service Employees' Association, Local 1000, 
Erie County Water Authority Unit; and be it further 
 
 RESOLVED:  That the Comptroller is authorized to make the payments set forth in said 
Agreement. 
 

Ayes: Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 

 
ITEM 6 - AUTHORIZATION FOR ANDREW SIDEY, COMPUTER OPERATOR TO 

ATTEND THE CITYWORKS OFFICE FOR AMS ADMINISTRATION 
SEMINAR IN DESOTO, TEXAS 

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 
 
WHEREAS, The Erie County Water Authority deems it advisable for Andrew Sidey, 

Computer Operator to attend the Cityworks Office for AMS Administration seminar in DeSoto, 
Texas at a total estimated cost of $3,100.00; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

That for Andrew Sidey, Computer Operator is hereby authorized to travel to DeSoto, 
Texas from June 11, 2017 to June 14, 2017 to attend the Cityworks Office for AMS 
Administration seminar in DeSoto, Texas at a total estimated cost of $3,100.00. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 
  

ITEM 7 -  CHUCK ABDALLAH – LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 

Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to grant Chuck Abdallah, 
Line Maintenance Operator a two month leave of absence commencing July 1, 2017. 
 

Ayes: Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 
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ITEM 8 -  Service Connection Work Order List: 
 
 Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to approve Service 
Connection Work Order No. 2017-19, to Russo Development, Inc. for Service Area No. 1 under 
Contract No. 17-02-01 and to 716 Site Contracting, Inc. for Service Area No. 2 under Contract 
No. 17-03-01 and to Kandey Company, Inc. for large services under Contract No. 17-04-01.  
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VIII. - ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Motion by Mr. Simmeth, second by Mr. Schad and carried that the meeting adjourn.  
 
 
       

       
 

Joseph T. Burns 
Secretary to the Authority 
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